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Abstract:

This document will provide a step-by-step process to import frame sections that are not in the
ETABS database into the system for design.

Problem:

ETABS supplies a large amount of frame sections in its frame section database. However, it does
not have all of the sections that a designer may need.

Solution:

1. To check if the needed frame section is in the database, go to the “Define” tab on the top
toolbar.
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2. Select “Frame Sections” in the dropdown menu.

|°!ﬂ. ETABS Monlinear v%.5.0 - HW13
File Edit View | Define Draw Select  Assign  Analyze  Display Design  Options  Help

== @A M| die e ¢ ¢ |RE| 4. |0 .
x e — I SN ler I 8- T8 G-
[% °_“ Elevation E\E Link Propetties. . . E]@ °_“
_%_ Frame Monlinear Hinge Properties...
N Diaphragms. ..
Y

Section Cuts, ..

?\ Response Specktrum Functions, ..
w Tirne Histary Functions. ..

DEL Static Load Cases...

Static MonlinearfPushover Cases...
Add Seguential Construction Case

+DE"L Load Combinations. ..
Add Default Design Combas., .,

Special Seismic Load Effects. ..

@7 Mass Source...

3. Scroll through on the left side to see if the member is there already.
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a. If the member is there then proceed with the design.
b. If the member can be imported from another file proceed to step 4.
c. Ifthe section properties of the member are known then proceed to step 6.



4. On the top right menu select “Import
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” and select which type of member is needed.

5. This will bring you to file where the proper member must be located.

a. If the member can be located, import and proceed with design.
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Note: Knowing where this file may be on the computer is critical in this step. If not, proceed.




c:\program files\computers and stru...
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b. If the member cannot be located and section properties are known then proceed to
step 6.
6. Belowthe “Import___ " buttonis the “Add_____” button. Select which member needs to
be added.
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7. Fillin dimensions and section properties.
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8. Continue with design.




